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This free educational exhibition sets out the ideas and images of three major 
religions of India; Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism. Its purpose is to help Museum 
visitors to the major exhibition, Kushan Sculpture; Images from Early India , understand 
these religions and the visual forms into which believers and artists have cast them. 

Since Buddhism and Jainism are essentially reforms of Hinduism, all three traditions 
share central concerns; an Absolute or Divinity that is the eternal source and substance 
of everything In the universe and with which the worshipper wishes to unite; some concept 
of that absolute made more personal and accessible to worshippers; and beliefs and 
practices that worshippers may follow as they struggle to become one with the Absolute, 
to free themselves from the endless cycle of the world and achieve Nirvana. 

Hindu images provide consecrated temporary quarters for the many manifestations 
of the Absolute; among them are the great gods Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva. Buddhist images, 
primarily of the Buddha or his compassionate intermediaries, the Bodhisattvas , are 
reminders of the historical Buddha's life or of the many legends and miracles associated 
with him. Jain images of the 24 great teachers are not worshipped in the usual sense 
but are seen as examples of the perfection man can attain by strenuous self-discipline. 

Twenty excellent examples, drawn from the Museum's rich collection of Indian sculpture 
and painting, are exhibited along with photo-enlargements of major monuments in Indian 
sculpture. Ann Boger and Joellen DeOreo of the Museum's Department of Education organized 
the exhibition and prepared wall text. Their 72-page paperback Illustrated book, which 
accompanies the exhibition, is published by the Museum and Indiana University Press. 
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